The NNPTC Turns 40 - A Look Back, a Look Ahead.
Since 1979, the National Network of STD Clinical Prevention Training Centers (NNPTC) has provided state-of-the-art clinical and laboratory training for sexually transmitted disease (STD) prevention across the United States. This article provides an overview of the history and activities of the NNPTC from its inception to present day, and emphasizes the important role the network continues to play in maintaining a high-quality STD clinical workforce. Over time, the NNPTC has responded to changing STD epidemiological patterns, technological advances, and increasing private-sector care-seeking for STDs. Its current structure of integrated regional and national training centers allows NNPTC members to provide dynamic, tailored responses to STD training needs across the country.